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AN OPEN LETTER FROM A NEW COMMISSION MEMBER 


To Wisconsin Librarians: 


As some of you know, the citizen members of the Commission, excepting 
Mrs. Veslak who was called away by death in her family, met with the 
Wisconsin Library Association at its meeting in Minneapolis on October 6th 
and heard suggestions on the question, “What are the more important jobs 
the Commission should undertake?” I will not try to report here the detailed 
discussion, which was recorded by the secretary of the meeting. I want rather 
to write you about some of the new insights I, for one, have gleaned from 
what was. said in the meetings and from personal conversations with in- 
dividuals. 


My long interest in libraries has been primarily in their possible usefulness 
as popular centers for informal education, wholesome recreation, and social 
enlightenment. Many modern social trends frighten me, trends fostered by 
mechanization, by the overgrown size and remote control features of our 
social, political and economic organizations; by the exaggerated speed and 
superficiality of our living habits, and by long-range monopolistic communica- 
tion systems. We may be able to create new metals to stand these new 
strains but I doubt that we can create new human intelligence, physiques 
and personalities to stand them,—certainly not until we create more wide- 
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spread social wisdom to control them. Libraries, it seems to me, could be 
reshaped to play an important role here. 


Of all these trends I think the one that disturbs me most is that the radio, 
motion picture, newspaper and popular magazine industries have now usurped 
most of our really effective education, recreation, and information functions. 
In all honesty the other agencies seem to me to exert only trifling influence 
in comparison. The danger in this situation is that these powerful communica- 
tion industries are dominated, for the most part, not by motives of enlighten- 
ment or social service but by a profit motive, and that too often they work 
on the principle that more attention—and hence more patronage—is gained 
if the appeal is to emotions, to selfish instincts, to the sensual and intellectu- 
ally lazy sides of people tired from monotonous and uncreative work. 

I doubt that a great popular library system at its best could completely bal- 
ance off these dangerous tendencies. I do think that a virile library system 
which permeated the everyday lives of the people in every city ward and 
every rural village with personnel and materials—printed, audio and visual— 
focused on making daily living more intelligent, creative, healthy and hence 
enjoyable—such a library system, I think, would help considerably to bal- 
ance the situation. What is more, it might prove the entering wedge for other 
agencies to join in the same kind of effort and, by raising the tastes and 
hence demands of the people, it might eventually influence the great com- 
mercial communication systems in the right direction. 

The usual prompt response to any such suggestion of library extension and 
improvement is “more money.” That is a natural answer but some other things 
are necessary before that money will ever be forthcoming from any public 
appropriating body. 

First one must be able to show clearly and in detail just what tangible 
results that money is going to produce. In all building this is the sequence: 


(1) Agreement on specific purpose; 

(2) Detailed plan to achieve it; 

(3) Estimated cost to realize such a plan; 

(4) Adjustment of the plan to the money available. 
This sequence is as necessary in constructing a public service as it is in 
constructing a public building. 

And so I strongly endorse the suggestions made at the meeting to the 
effect that we first scrutinize fearlessly our present library facilities throughout 
the State, and that we then proceed to really serious and specific planning 
for wider coverage of unserved areas according to the best modern knowledge 
on regional planning and with the objective of better and more socially useful 
service in all areas in Wisconsin. 

Then I have reached another somewhat painful conclusion on our money 
raising habits. This is, that probably there is justification for the prevalent 
skepticism of requests for public funds by any occupational group or by 
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persons on public salary for the furtherance of their own service. If the peti- 
tioners’ past services are unquestioned evidence that they deliver the goods, 
are wise spenders and that the public really use their services enthusiastically 
and want more of them, then they may get their requests for not much more 
than the mere asking. If not, then the first thing they must do is to show a 
detailed, easily understood and convincing plan. 


The world is full of occupational groups petitioning for this and that and 
the public’s impatience is growing. There is an increasing number of people 
in so-called “service” occupations, both inside and outside of government, who 
are mainly busy with mere institutional housekeeping, who are being sup- 
ported by the producers of food and genuine material necessities, and whose 
“work” does not return full value for the cost of their keep on the earth. Tax- 
paying citizens are becoming gradually more aware of this and their growing 
anger may some day gain enough momentum to sweep away much genuinely 
useful public service along with the useless and spurious. It is easy for us 
to come to believe and act as though libraries are for librarians rather than 
for the people. Sensing that kind of unconscious bias in any occupational group 
the public becomes resentful and niggardly in its support. If we are to create 
a genuinely useful institution we must raise our sights so that we see and 
think and talk only in terms of service rendered. 

Hence this thought brought out at the meeting, that citizens can present 
the library’s case for support with better results than the librarians themselves. 
Public money is citizens’ money and it should be the right of citizens, con- 
sumers of proposed services, to release it. If public servants like librarians 
can build around them a sizable group of citizens of social vision, respected 
for character and honesty and level headedness, and convince them of the 
soundness of a plan for proposed public services and let them share in its 
creation and revision, then I believe there is strong hope of eventual and 
permanent success. This is true democratic procedure, it raises but little skep- 
ticism, is invulnerable to most of the weapons of politics, and it lays the 
foundations for perennial grass roots, local support that will not require re- 
planting and re-defending year after year. 

And so my specific proposal is this: that the Commission—particularly its 
citizen members—work with a carefully chosen group of librarians represent- 
ing several sections of the State on a long-time program: first, to plan the 
specifications for State-wide library service of real social usefulness; second, 
to recruit carefully from all sections of the State a large cooperating group 
of citizens of integrity whom the public trusts and who can share our en- 
thusiasm and vision of the social usefulness of the library; third, to recon- 
sider and reweigh the plan in detail with the citizen group; and finally, to aid 
the citizen group in petitioning for public funds to carry it out. 

The Commission members authorize me to invite the Wisconsin Library 
Association Executive Board to designate one librarian from each of the 
several regional sections of the State to meet with them at the time of the next 
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meeting of the Commission in Madison to discuss this proposal and take 
first steps. In the meantime it also will welcome specific suggestions on 
achieving any of these objectives from any librarian or believer in libraries, 
whether a member of the State Library Association or not. 

The selection of librarians (and later citizens) to participate in such a long- 
time program should be made with great care. The most important require- 
ment, it seems to me, should be a strong belief in the potential social and 
educational value of libraries for democratic living. There should also be vision 
and enthusiasm balanced with respect for the practical and necessary; and 
there should be determination tempered by patience, tolerance, open minded- 
ness and a cooperative spirit. 

In the few months since my appointment I have discovered that there are 
a number of earnest, able and hard working librarians worthy to carry on 
the notable Wisconsin tradition. And so, in spite of lack of time and strong 
disinclination for many of the chores involved, I make these suggestions and 
proposals and offer my personal support to encourage them to renew effort 
in a work in which they have already broken much ground. 


John Chancellor 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 





"ROUND THE STATE 


Send all news items to Mrs, Orrilla M. Thompson, Editor, "Round the State, 
Wisconsin Library Commission 





Ashland. Cecile M. Fennelly, librarian for 
many years at Ashland Public Library, re- 
tired on October 1. Mrs. Gladys Frankie 
has taken over her duties temporarily. 


Beloit. Constance Gall, children’s librarian, 
began a series of story hours over Beloit’s 
new FM station Thursday, October 9. She 
will broadcast each week and is planning 
to use folk tales, animal stories and fairy 
tales, traditional and modern. 


Ladysmith. The public library is celebrat- 
ing its fortieth anniversary this year and 
the librarian, Mrs. Ruth Wieber, has been 
recognizing the fact by special exhibits (she 
sent us an excellent picture and we wish we 
could print it) and a short history of the 
library published in the Ladysmith News. 


Lake Geneva. The public library is spon- 
soring a Great Books program which began 
its meetings in October. 


Lancaster. The will of the late Emma 
Schreiner leaves $25,000 toward the erection 


of a library building in Ryland park where 
the present library is located. Miss Schreiner, 
who was a member of the library board for 
40 years previous to her death in August, 
also left $500 for the purchase of non-fiction 
books. 


Milwaukee. The Milwaukee Reader, offi- 
cial publication of Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary, comes to us in a new printed format, 
bringing news of the library’s many activ- 
ities. Twenty Great Books groups began 
meetings in October with an enrollment of 
900 when registration closed in September. 
Miss Helen Terry, chief of the library’s 
literature department, is program co-ordin- 
ator... . A series of weekly fifteen minute 
story hours will be conducted by the library 
each Saturday at 9:15 a. m. over WTMJ. 
It is intended for children from 8 to 12 
years. .. . The library conducts a weekly 
Family Night educational film program at 
three neighborhood libraries. Children’s film 
programs are held in each library at 4:15 
p. m. on the same days. 
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Sheboygan. Mead Public Library has a 
new Pontiac station wagon. This welcome 
addition to their library service will make 
it possible for the staff to keep their school 
schedules with a great deal more comfort 
and speed and will increase the book service 
at the branches. 


Superior. The main library and the East 
End branch closed from Wednesday until 
Sunday the first week in September for the 
taking of the biennial inventory. Patrons 
were urged to look around their homes and 
places of business for stray books that should 
be returned. 


Williams Bay. Mrs. James Johnson is now 
librarian. She replaces Mrs. A. C. Ohl. 


Wisconsin Rapids. -The city council has 
accepted the gift of George W. Mead, presi- 
dent of Consolidated Water Power and 
Paper Company, of the Charlotte G. Witter 
home to be used as a city library. The home 
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was erected in 1907 and is of modified colo- 
nial architecture with 23 rooms exclusive of 
the large halls. 


Did You Remodel? 


The A. L. A. Library Architecture and 
Building Planning Committee, of which Er- 
nest I, Miller, new assistant librarian of the 
Cincinnati Public Library, is chairman, has 
sent out a request for information on the 
successful adaptation for libraries of com- 
mercial buildings, houses, churches, and 
other types of buildings. They are also in- 
terested in the successful remodeling of old 
libraries. The Committee is planning the 
compilation of a list of successful adapta- 
tions and remodeling projects that would 
be of help to many libraries. There are a 
number of very obviously successful contri- 
butions that Wisconsin may make to this 
list. Send us your information, please, so 
that none will be omitted. 





NEW BOOKS 


Through the cooperation of a number of readers, the Bulletin presents annotations on 
current adult books, signed by their initials. O. M. T. is Orrilla M. Thompson, J. T. S., 
Jennie T. Schrage, K. J. M., Katharine J. Middleton. Others in this issue are D. R. M., Dr. 
Dorothy Reed Mendenhall, E. T., Mrs. Elsie Thomas, and E. G. D., Mr. Edgar G. Doudna. 


Philosophy and Religion 


Burkhart, Roy A. How the church 
grows. 1947. 210p. Harper, $2. 261 


By the pastor of the First Community 
Church of Columbus, Ohio, a really inter- 
denominational church, this is a descrip- 
tion of what he calls the True Church 
and a discussion of how it should work 
for the individual and for the social wel- 
fare of mankind. Introduction by Henry 
R. Luce, who says that to advance the 
cause of Christ’s Church in America, 
each Christian must think about it seri- 
ously, and the best way to begin is to 
read this book. J.T.S. 


Rhine, Joseph Banks. The reach of 
the mind. 1947. 234p. illus. Sloane, 
$3.50. 133.8 


A continuation of Dr. Rhine’s experi- 
ments since his first publication New 


frontiers of the mind in 1937, concern- 
ing extra-sensory perception. They show 
evidences of an active factor in man 
which is not controlled by physical laws 
governing time, space, mass and num- 
ber. Libraries having the first book will 
want this one. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:45 O. 1 ’47. 


What the Christian can contribute to- 
ward a better world. 1946. 184p. 
Winston, $2. 261 


A symposium of Christian ideals ap- 
plied to specific problems of today by 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Russell Bowie, Fran- 
ces Perkins and others on problems un- 
der Domestic Order; Sumner Welles, 
Reinhold Niebuhr, W. E. Hocking and 
Arthur Compton on World Order; and 
a conclusion on “The duty of a Christian 
in the modern world” by Stringfellow 
Barr. Good Lenten reading. J.T.S. 
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Social Sciences 


Felton, Harold W., comp. and ed. 
Legends of Paul Bunyan; illus. by 
Richard Bennett. 1947. 418p. Knopf, 
$5. 398 


An anthology of stories, songs and po- 
ems arranged in chronological order be- 
ginning with the birth of Paul Bunyan. 
Excellent bibliography. Good size print. 

O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:28 S. 15 ’47. 


Fryer, Leland N. The American far- 
mer; his problems and his prospects; 
foreword by James G. Patton; illus. 
by Lloyd Hoff. 1947. 172p. illus. 
diag. Harper, $3. 338.1 


The problems and prospects of the 
independent farmer are outlined by the 
author with economic and social factors 
that need to be corrected pointed out. A 
book for the farmer and the non-farmer 
with a workable plan for action given 
for the problem. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:5 S. 1 ’47. 


Plumb, Ralph G. Succession in public 
office: a study of resignations, re- 
movals, retirements. 1946. 170p. 
Lake Michigan Pub. Co., Manito- 
woc, $2. 851 


“Volumes have been written about how 
men have gained public office,” states the 
author, a Wisconsin writer known for his 
earlier publication, Badger Politics, 1836- 
1930. He believes the exits of officials, a 
much less discussed subject, should also 
be of interest. His study, based largely 
on biographical dictionaries, is limited 
to selected presidents, cabinet members, 
judges, diplomats, governors, members of 
Congress, military and naval officers, and 
Confederate officials. The volume would 
be useful for larger and special libraries 
as a beginning study in the field.—Legis- 
lative Reference Library. 


The United States in world affairs, 
1945-1947, by John C. Campbell 
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and the Research staff of the Coun- 
cil on Foreign Relations; with an 
introd. by John Foster Dulles. 1947. 
585p. Pub. for the Council by Har- 
per, $5. 327.73 


The annual survey series inaugurated 
by the Council on Foreign Relations in 
1931 was continued through the year 
1940. This volume deals with the period 
between VE day and 1947. The war peri- 
od will be covered by a detailed study 
being prepared under the direction of 
Professor William L. Langer of Harvard. 
Some problems, such as Palestine, are 
omitted in the present volume and will 
be covered in another volume. Selected 
bibliography and chronology of events. 

O.M.T. 

See Booklist 44:5 S. 1 ’47. 


Science and Useful Arts 


641 Cookery. Some Unusual Cook 
Books. 


Pot shots from a Grosse Ile kit- 
chen, by Lucy and Sidney Cor- 
bett. Harper, $2.75. 


Basic cook book by Marjorie He- 
seltine and Ula M. Dow. rev. 


and enl. Houghton, $3. 


Bon appetit, the St. Louis cook 
book, by Isabel B. Marvin. 
Houghton, $3. 


At home on the range, by Mar- 
garet Potter. Lippincott, $2.75. 


Stillmeadow kitchen, by Gladys 
Taber. Macrae-Smith, $2.75. 


Becker, Esther R. Secretaries who suc- 
ceed; foreword by Glenn Gardiner. 
1947. 121p. Harper, $2. 651 


Not a book concerned with the techni- 
calities of her work but with the factors 
of tact, discretion, efficiency and initia- 
tive. The author is a successful secretary 
and has written from experience. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:6 S. 1 ’47. 
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Becker, Robert H. Bob Becker’s dog 
digest. 1947. 1830p. Paul, Richmond 
& Co., $1.50. 636.7 


Helpful, inexpensive guide for the ever 
present need of the dog owner. O.M.T. 


Carrighar, Sally. One day at Teton 
Marsh. 1947. 239p. Knopf, $3.50. 
591.5 


The author of One day on Beetle Rock 
writes of the wild life of the valley of 
the Tetons. Each chapter is a study of a 
different subject and instinct, including 
the otter, cutthroat trout, osprey, mos- 
quito, scud, mink, varying hare, mergan- 
ser, moose, leech, leopard frog, snail, 
trumpeter swan and a beaver. O.M.T. 


Hickey, John Hosford and Beach, Pris- 
cilla. Know your dog. 1947. 337p. 
Harper, $3. 636.7 


Comprehensive and authoritative book 
on selecting, training and caring for 
dogs. More than a hundred breeds are 
discussed and American and British show 
standards are included. More detailed in- 
formation than the Becker book. O.M.T. 


Mason, Bernard S. and Kock, Frederic 
H. Cabins, cottages and summer 
homes. 1947. 168p. Barnes, $2.75. 

690 


The authors tell how cabins, cottages 
and summer homes may be built with a 
minimum of purchased material. Instruc- 
tions are given for many simple types of 
shelter, together with drawings and 
plans. O.M.T. 


Robinson, Ed and Robinson, Carolyn. 
The “have-more” plan, for a little 
land—a lot of living. 1947. 326p. il- 
lus. plans. Macmillan, $3.49. 630 


Another couple who grew weary of 
city life pass on in practical style their 
experiences on a two-acre farm. Includes 
advice on every subject from landscaping 
to rabbit raising. Helpful bibliography 
and good index. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:29 S. 15 ’47. 
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Sill, Jerome. The radio station; man- 
agement, functions, future. 1946. 
127p. George W. Stewart, $1.50. 

621.384 


Discusses the problems of operating a 
radio station as well as the future of 
radio broadcasting—AM, FM and tele- 
vision. It is based on the experiences of 
various types of radio stations in build- 
ing programs, attracting audiences, ob- 
taining sponsors and creating good-will. 

O.M.T. 


Troughton, Ellis. Furred animals of 
Australia; with twenty-five plates in 
colour by Neville W. Cayley. 1947. 
374p. plates. Scribner, $5. 599 


Guide to the mammals of Australia. 
Description of over 400 species includes 
appearance, distribution, habits and his- 
torical information. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:8 S. 1 ’47. 
Fine Arts 


Anderson, Maxwell. Off Broadway; es- 
says about the theater. 1947. 9lp. 
Sloane, $2.50. 792 


Essays which previously appeared in 
magazines or were addresses to organiza- 
tions, collected in book form. Discussing 
critics (rather unfavorably), the prob- 
lem of writing for the stage, the nature 
of tragedy and poetic drama, etc. For the 
community having a special interest in 
the theater. J.T.S. 


Dragunas, Andrew. Creating jewelry 
for fun and profit. 1947. 146p. Har- 
per, $3. 739 


Manual on handmade jewelry from 
Harper’s Hobby series. Well illustratéd 
with photographs and diagrams, and 
gives sources of materials and tools as 
well as step by step explanation of pro- 
cesses. Chiefly silver, nothing about jew- 
els. J.T.S. 
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Dunbar, Flanders. Mind and body: 
psychosomatic medicine. 1947. 2683p. 
Random, $3.50. 616.8 


This woman doctor, one of the most 
successful practitioners of psychosomatic 
techniques, explains simply and clearly 
the relationship between the emotions 
and physical reactions to them, and the 
part these physical reactions play in the 
signs and symptoms of disease. Written 
simply but so scientifically that many 
physicians would profit by studying it. 
For adults only. D.R.M. 


Feirer, John L. Modern metalcraft. 
1946. 288p. Manual Arts Press, 
$3.50. 739 


The book is concerned with good ideas 
for the metal craftsman, clear-cut pro- 
cedures on how to build them, directions 
on how to perform the operations neces- 
sary in making the projects, and infor- 
mation on tools, equipment and metals 
needed for a craft shop. O.M.T. 


Salisbury, Howard M. Duck guns, 
shooting and decoying. 1947. 168p. 
Grosset, $1.50. 799.2 


Various types of duck guns are care- 
fully described and compared, their rela- 
tive capabilities and disadvantages pre- 
sented by one who is an experienced duck 
hunter. Attention is also given to pass 
and long range shooting and to shooting 
over decoys, care of equipment and hunt- 
ing safety. O.M.T. 


Literature and Biography 


Axelrad, Jacob. Patrick Henry; the 
voice of freedom. 1947. 299p. Ran- 
dom, $3.75. 921 


At this time when the “Freedom train” 
is journeying through the United States, 
this biography of Patrick Henry is of 
special interest. His gift of oratory made 
him the beloved and acknowledged polit- 
ical leader in the fight for freedom in 
Virginia and extended his fame through- 
out the American colonies. The author 
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does not idealize Patrick Henry, he ad- 
mits his faults but emphasizes his sincere 
devotion to the cause of American -in- 
dependence. He expressed the hopes and 
aspirations of the “common man” and 
crowds thronged to hear his speeches. 
For them he was “The Voice of Free- 
dom.” E.T. 


Frost, Robert. A masque of mercy. 
1947. 39p. Holt, $2.50. 811 or 821 


The second play of Frost adds little to 
his stature as a poet. It will be read by 
a few and seldom re-read, in spite of 
some beautiful, memorable lines. D.R.M. 


Johnson, Walter. William Allen 
White’s America. 1947. 62lp. Holt, 
$5. 921 


An excellent supplement to White’s 
Autobiography and his Selected letters. 
The three books reveal with amazing 
candor an infectious personality who 
could “live with kings nor lose the com- 
mon touch.” This book is biography, his- 
tory, information, and entertainment. In 
1920 White said “Every wicked, greedy 
force in America today is trying to 
strangle discussion under the guise of 
promoting Americanism.” White himself 
wanted “to pare the nails of predatory 
individuals.” E.G.D. 


Kelley, Fred C., ed. The permanent 
Ade, the living writings of George 
Ade. 1947. 347p. Bobbs-Merrill, $3. 

817 or 827 


Collection of the writings of George 
Ade includes fables, short stories, sketch- 
es, essays, verse and plays most of which 
are no longer available elsewhere. An 
excellent companion volume to Mr. Kel- 
ley’s biography, George Ade; warm-heart- 
ed satirist. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:65 O. 15 ’47. 


MacManus, M. J. Eamon de Valera. 
1947. 28lp. Ziff-Davis, $3. 921 


Mr. McManus, a prominent Irish jour- 
nalist, admits that he is a long time 
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friend and admirer of Eamon de Valera 
who was not even aware that his biog- 
raphy was being written. But as the 
author relates the dramatic events in the 
life of this famous Irish political leader, 
the reader is convinced that de Valera’s 
popularity in the Irish Free State is due 
not to political favor or intrigue but to 
his integrity, sincerity and whole-hearted 
devotion to Irish freedom. Incidentally 
one gets a survey of political events in 
the Irish Free State from the Easter 
Rising in 1916 when Eamon de Valera, 
the quiet college professor, began to take 
an active part in the movement for Irish 
independence to the period of World War 
II. The author feels that de Valera has 
an element of greatness in his character; 
that his own people love and honor him 
as the people of America venerate Abra- 
ham Lincoln. E.T. 


Manners, William. Father and the an- 
gels. 1947. 224p. Dutton, $2.75. 
828 or 818 


“Father” was a rabbi in Zanesville, 
Ohio, and for a brief time, in Terre 
‘Haute, Indiana, who carried the problems 
of the whole community in his heart. 
This affectionate and humorous account 
by his son belongs with the many’ father 
and son books. It starts badly, but im- 
proves as it goes along. J.T.S. 


See Booklist 44:30 S. 15 ’47. 


Webb, Mary. Fifty-one poems hither- 
to unpublished in book form. n.d. 
63p. Dutton, $2.75. 821 


Dr. Mendenhall calls attention to this 
as a delightful discovery in nature po- 
etry by the gifted English poet, author 
of Precious Bane. 


See Booklist 44:65 O. 15 ’47. 
Travel 


Amory, Cleveland. The proper Bos- 
tonians. 1947. 38lp. Dutton, $4.50. 
917.44 


Cleveland Amory writes with humor 
and affectionate respect of Boston Soci- 
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ety, that small and formidable section 
of Boston life wherein the men all go 
to Harvard, the girls belong to the Vin- 
cent Club and marry into the Old Fam- 
ilies only (Cabots' and Lowells and 
Adamses), Charities, the Athenaeum, 
symphony concerts are amply supported. 
All goes on in this book as outsiders have 
always believed it did. The book is the 
first in the Society in America series to 
be devoted to important cities and sec- 
tions of the country. For medium and 
larger libraries. K.J.M. 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth Jane. Maine 
ways. 1947. 2138p. Macmillan, $2.75. 
917.41 or 828 


Elizabeth Coatsworth and her husband, 
Henry Beston, live on “Chimney Farm” 
in Maine. In this book she has given us 
the spirit of their life there, which is 
typical of life in Maine. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:13 S. 1 47. 


Coffin, Robert Peter Tristram. Yankee 
coast; written and illus. by Robert 
P. Tristram Coffin, abetted by Peg- 
gy Coffin. 1947. 333p. illus. Mac- 
millan, $4. 917.41 or 828 


Enthusiastic Maine author and native 
writes of that state as typical of Yankee 
independence. Filled with his own mem- 
ories of his boyhood spent in “House on 
the Waves,” memorable occasions with 
friends, workers along the coast—all a 
part of “the Maine way of life.” O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:13 S. 1 ’47. 


Helmericks, Constance and Harmon. 
We live in the Arctic. 1947. 329p. 
Little, $4. 917.98 


Continues the adventures of the Hel- 
mericks who live in Alaska. This time 
they explore, and live in a section of 
Alaska that few white people have seen. 
Will be enjoyed by readers who like the 
outdoors and those who like armchair 
pioneering. Recommended for any li- 
brary. K.J.M. 


See Booklist 44:48 O. 1 ’47. 
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Jaques, Florence Page. Canadian 
spring. 1947. 216p. illus. Harper, 
$3.50. 917.12 


Both text and illustrations have all the 
charm of her former books, the interest 
in wild life and the personal anecdote of 
this leisurely motor trip that appeals 
both to the nature lover and the person 
who would like to travel (or has trav- 
eled) through the Canadian northwest. 

J.T.S. 


See Booklist 44:66 O. 15 ’47. 


Karaka, Dosoo Framjee. I’ve shed my 
tears, a candid view of resurgent 
India. 1947. 280p. Appleton-Cen- 
tury, $3. 915.4 
The author calls this book “a candid 

view of resurgent India” and in it gives 

an excellent picture of India in the re- 
cent past. As a journalist he visited every 
part of his country, trying to understand 
political and social conditions. Is an ex- 
cellent book for the reader who wants to 
know what lies behind the disturbed state 
of Indian affairs. K.J.M. 


See Booklist 43:328 Je. 15 ’47. 


Look. Look at America; the south, by 
the editors of Look in collaboration 
with David L. Cohn; a handbook 
in pictures, maps and text for the 
vacationist, the traveler and the 
stay-at-home. 1947. 3938p. Hough- 
ton, $5. 917.5 


Latest of the Look guide books covers 
the southern and south Atlantic states 
from Virginia to Louisiana. Appendix 
includes educational and recreational di- 
rectory of the section. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:49 O. 1 ’47. 


Look. Look at America: the central 
northwest, by the editors of Look 
in collaboration with Wallace Steg- 
ner; a handbook in pictures, maps 
and text for the vacationist, the 
traveler and the stay-at-home. 1947. 
8394p. Houghton, $5. 917.8 
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Brief description of physical features, 
historical sites, recreational facilities and 
annual celebrations in Idaho, Montana, 
Wyoming, the Dakotas, Kansas, Nevada, 
Nebraska, Utah and Colorado. 0O.M.T. 


History 


Byrnes, James F. Speaking frankly. 
1947. 324p. Harper, $3.50. 943.08 


The book is everything its title implies. 
Believing that all Americans must know 
the facts if we are to achieve a real 
“people’s peace” he proceeds to recount 
his efforts to achieve it. Reporting the 
international conferences, the interludes 
between those conferences, the diplo- 
matic tactics, the crises, failures and ac- 
complishments of the two years follow- 
ing V-E Day, the author has proved his 
statement that he is not a believer in 
secret diplomacy. An important book, 
should be in every library. O.M.T. 


Hill, Russell. Struggle for Germany. 
1947. 260p. Harper, $3. 943.08 


The differing policies and purposes of 
Russia, Britain, France and the United 
States are shown in action as they have 
developed since the fall of Berlin. The 
author, correspondent of the New York 
Herald Tribune, gives us a vivid pic- 
ture of how the Germans are living and 
thinking. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:31 S. 15 747. 


Hough, Frank Olney. The island war; 
the United States Marine corps in 
the Pacific. 1947. 4138p. Lippincott, 
$5. 940.53 


Complete and authoritative report on 
Marine corps operations in the Pacific 
ocean. Good military history for the lay- 
man, with essential factual data based on 
official American and Japanese docu- 
ments. O.M.T. 


Steichen, Edward. The Blue Ghost; a 
photographic log and personal nar- 
rative of the aircraft carrier U. S. S. 
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Lexington in combat operation. 
1947. 15lp. Harcourt, $3.75. 940.53 


The author’s own experiences aboard 
the famous carrier—the Lexington—nick- 
named the Blue Ghost by the Japanese 
because it always returned to puzzle 
them after they had supposedly sunk it. 
Illustrated with 109 official U. S. Navy 
photographs. O.M.T. 


Warburg, James Paul. Germany— 
bridge or battleground. 1947. 386p. 
Harcourt, $3.50. 943.08 


Present conditions in Germany dis- 
cussed by former OWI member and finan- 
cier. The author explains the causes of 
confusion and recommends procedure for 
the future. 129-page appendix, but no 
index. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:31 S. 15 ’47. 
Fiction 


Fleming, Berry. The lightwood tree. 
1947. 378p. Lippincott, $3. 


Story of a teacher of history in a small 
Georgia town who undertakes reform of 
the political machine. Story frequently 
interrupted with historical incidents of 
Georgia in 1742, 1763 and 1868—slows 
up the story. E.G.D. 


Hilton, James. Nothing so strange. 
1947. 308p. Doubleday, $2.75. 


Light novel with a European back- 
ground of atomic research. Jane Waring, 
American writer, tells the story of Mark 
Bradley, young American scientist whose 
work with a Viennese brought him under 
suspicion and nearly wrecked his life. 

O.M.T. 

See Booklist 44:44 O. 1 ’47. 


Holmes, L. P. Flame of sunset. 1947. 
224p. Curl, $2. 


An unusual account of bringing the 
first big herd of cattle from Texas to 
California after the gold rush. An ad- 
venture western. D.R.M. 
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Hough, Henry Beetle. Long anchor- 
age. 1947. 8309p. Appleton, $3. 


A New Bedford and South Seas story 
of the days of sailing ships a hundred 
years ago. J.T.S. 


Kaye-Smith, Sheila. The Lardners and 
the Laurelwoods, a novel. 1947. 


280p. Harper, $3. 


A study of class distinction in England 
—a farmer family and their city sum- 
mer boarders. Disappointing after the 
Stevenson and Thirkell books which deal 
with similar situations but with humor. 
The book is heavy but well written. 

D.R.M. 

See Booklist 44:68 O. 15 ’47. 


Laverty, Maura. Liffey Lane. 1947. 
23lp. Longmans, $2.50. 


Although the action covers but one day 
in the life of Chrissie Doyle, the stories 
of the families in the tenement on one 
side of Liffey Lane, and the attractive 
little flats on the other, are all threaded 
together as Chrissie lingers in delivering 
papers, not willing to go home until she 
can work out her own pressing problem. 
A tender, understanding picture of an 
appealing child. J.T.S. 


Lockwood, Sarah. A fistful of stars. 
1947. 3385p. Appleton, $3. 


Laid in a boom town in northern Wis- 
consin in the ’80’s, just as lumber was 
giving way to iron in that area, this 
novel would be interesting anywhere for 
its characters and atmosphere, and is 
especially timely with the Centennial in- 
terest in Wisconsin books by Wisconsin 
authors. J.T.S. 


See Booklist 44:27 S. 15 ’47. 


MacInnes, Helen. Friends and lovers. 
1947. 367p. Little, $2.75. 


Quite different from the suspense nov- 
els of this author is this romantic love 
story of a Scottish girl and an English 
boy. Denied, by poverty and family ob- 
ligations, the right to marry, they solve 
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their problem in their own way. A serial 
version of this novel appeared in the 
Ladies Home Journal. O.M.T. 


Martin, George Victor. Mark it with 
a stone. 1947. 202p. Fell, $2.75. 


Many readers will be shocked by the 
sensational nature of this novel which 
is far different from his For our vines 
have tender grapes. Read before buying. 

O.M.T. 


Morgan, Charles. The judge’s story. 
1947, 184p. Macmillan, $3. 


Given a man of great wealth who 
wants a thing only if someone else holds 
it dear, a retired judge whose personal 
integrity is more important to him than 
the comfort of his old age, and you have 
the chief actors in this story. Character 
and understanding play a bigger part 
than plot. Well written and gripping to 
those who like a psychological novel. 

J.T.S. 

See Booklist 44:2 S. 1 ’47. 


North, Sterling. So dear to my heart. 
1947. 255p. Doubleday, $2.75. 


“A lamplighted novel of Indiana in 
1903.” Central figure is Jeremiah Tarle- 
ton, lonesome ten-year-old orphan grow- 
ing up under the stern guidance of proud. 
religious Granny Kinkaid. Life is compli- 
cated for both by Jeremiah’s devotion to 
a forbidden pet—a black lamb, and Gran- 
ny’s bitterness against the Tarleton fam- 
ily. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:69 O. 15 ’47. 


O'Dell. Scott. Hill of the hawk. 1947. 
4183p. Bobbs-Merrill, $3. 

A romance of feudal California when 
it was changing to frontier America. 
Full of color and historical interest but 
just misses being “good.” D.R.M. 


See Booklist 44:69 O. 15 ’47. 


Petry, Ann. Country place. 1947. 266p. 
Houghton, $2.75. 


Secret life of an old New England 
town as seen and related by the local 
druggist. The action takes place during 
a hurricane and as it progresses the ten- 
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sions in the lives of the townspeople un- 
fold to reveal their problems. Completely 
different from the author’s first novel, 
The Street. O.M.T. 


Powers, Anne. Ride east! ride west! a 
romance of the hundred years’ war. 
1947. 3828p. Bobbs-Merrill, $2.75. 


Better than average historical novel, 
involves the conquests of Edward III in 
the 14th century and the attempt of the 
Irish clans to throw off the English yoke 
while the king is engaged in France. The 
historical detail is well handled though 
the romance seems rather modernized. 
Milwaukee author. D.R.M. 


See Booklist 44:70 O. 15 ’47. 


Rylee, Robert. The ring and the cross. 
1947. 8308p. Knopf, $3. 


Scene: an industrial city in the south- 
west, with a big shipbuilding yard. Time: 
the early 1940’s. Subject: the ruthless 
conflict for political and economic power, 
including murder and riot. Not a pleas- 
ant novel, but powerful and gripping. 

J.T.S. 


Seeley, Mabel. Woman of property. 
1947. 8399p. Doubleday, $3. 


Frieda Schlempke could see no other 
answer to happiness but money. A daugh- 
ter of immigrant parents she grew up 
in a small middle western town where 
she was socially ostracized. Her eager- 
ness to be one of the “Other People” led 
her into questionable pursuits to ac- 
complish her ends—money, property and 
an empty life. O.M.T. 


Stone, Irving. Adversary in the house. 
1947, 4382p. Doubleday, $3. 


Eugene V. Debs is the subject of this 
biographical novel. Driven by an over- 
powering dedication to the cause of the 
workingman, this idealistic socialist, la- 
bor leader, and pacifist sacrificed every- 
thing for his cause. His greatest adver- 
sary was in his own house, and to her he 
was devoted. All libraries will want this 
book. O.M.T. 


See Booklist 44:2 S. 1 ’47. 
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Turnbull, Agnes Sligh. The bishop's 
mantle. 1947. 8359p. Macmillan, $3. 


A story revolving around the growing 
success of the young rector of a large 
city church, his battles with his Board, 
his encounters, pleasant and otherwise, 
with various influential members of the 
congregation, and his great love for his 
beautiful, wealthy, frivolous wife. A book 
that will be popular in most libraries. 

K.J.M. 


See Booklist 44:27 S. 15 ’47. 
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Wohl, Louis de. The living wood. 
1947. 318p. Lippincott, $3. 


Story of Britain and Rome in the 3d 
and 4th centuries (272 to 326) centering 
on Constantius and Helena, parents of 
Constantine, who turned the Roman Em- 
pire to Christianity, and St. Helena’s dis- 
covery of the True Cross. Faithful to 
known history and vivid in its story and 
reproduction of life in the early Chris- 
tian era. Choice of Young People’s Liter- 
ary Guild. J.T.S. 

See Booklist 44:70 O. 15 ’47. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 


For Younger Children 


Holding, Elisabeth S. Miss Kelly. 
1947. 125p. illus. Morrow, $2. 


Miss Kelly is an unusual cat who not 
only understands English but can speak 
it as well. When a tiger escapes from 
the circus and appears in her family’s 
kitchen, Miss Kelly disobeys her mother’s 
rule and speaks in defense of her humans 
and to help the tiger. Imaginative, well 
written and full of humor. Grades 3-5. 


See Booklist 44:21 S. 1 ’47. 


Lattimore, Eleanor F. Jeremy’s isle. 
1947, 123p. illus. Morrow, $2. 


A South Carolina plantation is the 
scene for one of the author’s easily read, 
well pictured stories of a small boy’s hap- 
py summer vacation, which is climaxed 
by a trip to Jeremy’s isle, after Jeremy 
learns to swim and row a boat. Grades 
3-4. 


See Booklist 44:38 S. 15 ’47. 


Lawson, Robert. Mr. Twigg’s mistake. 
1947. 142p. illus. Little, $2.50. 


Mr. Twigg’s mistake in turning the 
levers, allows all the vitamins intended 
for one hundred packages of “Bities” to 
go into the one box that young Squirt 
Appleton feeds to his pet mole, General 
de Gaulle. The mole grows to huge size 


and performs all kinds of tricks, cli- 
maxed with discovering an oil well and 
disappearing in the eruption. Good fun 
for reading aloud to all ages. 


Mason, Miriam E. Hoppity. 1947. 78p. 
illus. Macmillan, $1.50. 


Hoppity is a little white goat whose 
curiosity leads him into all kinds of 
troubles. Amusing Kurt Wiese pictures, 
big print and simple text makes a good 
title to add to the easy reading shelves. 


Megargee, Edwin. Poo and the baby 
bunny rabbit. 1947. [89p.] illus. 
Messner, $1.50. 


Illustrated and written by a painter, 
famous for his dog and horse portraits, 
this picture story book has a repetitive 
pattern, good for reading aloud to four 
and five year olds. 


Provines, Mary V. Lizbeth Ann’s 
goat. 1947. 40p. illus. Viking, $2. 


Liz’beth Ann’s desire for a goat for 
Christmas is so great that she could 
accept none of the reasons why she 
should not have a goat. His arrival 
brings complications to the Winkle 
household. Fun in text and Grace Paull’s 
pictures for 5 to 8 year olds. 


Quigg, Jane. Jenny Jones and Skid. 
1947. 99p. illus. Oxford, $2. 
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Story of seven year old Jenny and her 
dog, Skid, during their summer vacation 
in Vermont. The author creates natural 
child-like situations that seven to nine 
year olds can understand and enjoy read- 
ing about. For the reader of this age, 
who wants a long story. 


Schneider, Herman. Now try this. 
1947. 40p. illus. Scott, bds., $1.50. 


A second Let’s find out picture-science 
book, dealing with the different ways of 
moving a load. Directions are given for 
simple experiments that show the basic 
principles of friction, leverage and the 
inclined plane. Grades 2-6. Will need re- 
binding for library use. 


Schreiber, Georges. Bambino, the 
clown. 1947. 32p. illus. Viking, $2. 


The author, a painter of note and il- 
lustrator of Bishop, Pancakes-Paris 
(BULLETIN, Je. ’47), wrote and illus- 
trated this tale of a lovable clown, drawn 
from his childhood memories and told 
first to his small daughter. “A riot of 
color, fun and fancy,” for picture book 
and primary age. Junior Literary Guild 
selection. 

See Booklist 44:75 O. 15 747. 


Steiner, Charlotte. The little train that 
saved the day. 1947. [23p.] illus. 
Grosset, bds., 50c. 


The little freight train, although 
snubbed by the excursion train, comes to 
the rescue of the picnickers, left strand- 
ed when the excursion train breaks down. 
An inexpensive train picture book with 
attractive pictures. Rebind for library 
use. 


Urmston, Mary. Betsy and the proud 
house. 1947. 179p. illus. Doubleday, 


$2. 


With Betsy’s best friend in the fifth 
grade gone to summer camp, Betsy feels 
that the magic is gone out of vacation. 
It turns out, however, to be a happy sum- 
mer when she acquires a dog, a gang, 
and finally a house with a play yard. 
Grades 4-5. 
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Wheeler, Opal. Robert Schumann and 
his mascot, Ziff. 1947. 167p. illus. 
Dutton, $2.75. 


A new musical biography for 9, 10, 11 
year olds, similar to the author’s lives 
of Foster, Beethoven and Handel. Illus- 
trated in black and white, includes actual 
music as well as simply told biographical 
material. 


Wright, Wendell W. Rainbow diction- 
ary. 1947. 433p. illus. World, $3. 


A new dictionary for the very young 
with 2300 words defined in a series of 
sentences using the word in a context 
understandable to the child, by the Dean 
of Education of Indiana. 1100 pictures 
in color. 


For Older Boys and Girls 


Anderson, Raymond W. Romping 
through mathematics. 1947. 152p. 
illus. Knopf, $2.50. 


Mathematics from arithmetic to in- 
tegral calculus, explained simply and 
clearly with many charts, diagrams and 
drawings by Harry Zarchy. A good title 
for high school students and for anyone 
wanting a refresher in math. 


Beim, Lorraine. Sugar and spice. 1947. 
215p. Harcourt, $2.50. 


A seventeen year old girl faces the 
problem of postponing her entrance to 
college in favor of her brother. She works 
out the solution of her problem and de- 
cides that “more spice” is needed in the 
field of equality between the sexes. For 
older girls. 


Bible. Mansions from the Bible; inter- 
pretations by Jessie Orton Jones. 
1947. 134p. illus. Viking, $4.50. 


An expensive book suggested for Me- 
morial collections. It consists of excerpts 
from Genesis to Revelation that interpret 
the word of God for young readers with 
two color illustrations by Lynd Ward. 
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Chase, Genevieve. Four young teach- 
ers. 1947. 8300p. Dodd, $2.25. 


Four high school girls, drifting into 
the career of teaching, examine the field 
by visiting various types of teaching 
situations and thus decide on the kind 
of training each needs. Enough high 
school activities to intrigue the average 
older girl reader as well as the one in- 
terested in teaching as a profession. 


Cunningham, Virginia. Paul Lawrence 
Dunbar. 1947. 283p. illus. Dodd, 
$2.75. 


Written by a fellow townsman of the 
poet, the author wrote the biography to 
be an inspiration to Negro boys and 
girls and a challenge to white persons 
who flaunt a color line. Recommended 
for all young people’s collections by the 
Booklist. 


See Booklist 44:37 S. 15 ’47. 


Decker, Duane. Good field, no hit. 
1947. 208p. Mill, $2.50. 


Big league baseball is the background 
for this story of poor hitting Johnny 
Madigan’s fight for third baseman posi- 
tion against the intrigues of the game, 
including a vindictive regular third base- 
man. Will answer the need for baseball 
stories for the older boy. 


See Booklist 44:52 O. 1 ’47. 


Eames, Genevieve T. A horse to re- 
member. 1947. 146p. illus. Messner, 
$2.50. 


An award book of the Julia Ellsworth 
Ford foundation for children’s literature. 
The judges say “excellent, most appeal- 
ing and a fine sense of drama and emo- 
tional interest.” An outstanding horse 
story of Joker and his ten year old mas- 
ter, Jarvis, and Jarvis’ older twin sisters. 
Grades 5-7. 


Henry, Marguerite. Misty of Chinco- 
teague. 1947, 173p. illus. Rand Mc- 
Nally, $2.50. 
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The islands of Chincoteague and Assa- 
teague off the shore of Virginia are the 
scene of this horse story, based on fact 
and written by the author of Justin Mor- 
gan had a horse. Wesley Dennis has done 
some of his best illustrating for an out- 
standing story of a boy and his sister 
and their owning and taming a wild mare 
and her colt. Grades 5-8. Junior Literary 
Guild selection. 


Kelly, Eric P. The hand in the picture. 
1947, 2Alp. illus. Lippincott, $2.50. 


Using the narrative device of a leg- 
endary Polish pilgrim, leading the young 
hero in his delirium through the greatest 
moments of Polish history, Eric Kelly 
has added to his books of Poland a stir- 
ring tale of the liberty loving Poles. Its 
appeal will be to the discriminating read- 
er of junior and senior high school. 
Junior Literary Guild selection. 


See Booklist 44:37 S. 15 ’47. 


Kjelgaard, Jim. Buckskin brigade. 
1947. 310p. illus. Holiday, $2.50. 


Ten stories of little known trail blaz- 
ers of American history, arranged chron- 
ologically from 1506 to 1844 with a brief 
factual introduction to preserve historical 
perspective. Junior high school boys will 
read; also usable for American history 
background reading. Junior Literary 
Guild selection. 


Jackson, Jesse. Anchor man. 1947. 
142p. illus. Harper, $2. 


Sequel to Call me Charley (BULLETIN, 
Dec. ’45). The junior high readers who 
enjoyed the first book will want to read 
the story of Charley’s senior year in 
Arlington High. The theme of mutual 
understanding between Negro and white 
underlies a story of high school activ- 
ities, highlighted by the track team and 
the boys’ home-made jalopy. 


Jackson, Phyllis W. Victorian Cinder- 
ella. 1947. 296p. Holiday, $3. 


Not only a well written story of Har- 
riet Beecher Stowe, but a good picture 
of her family and the 19th century 
scene. For high school and adult readers. 
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Mallette, Gertrude E. Priceless mo- 
ment. 1947. 214p. Doubleday, $2. 


As in the author’s previous books 
(Once is forever; Wenderly; etc.), here 
is an understanding story of a girl of 
today and her activities with added ele- 
ments of mystery and vocational inter- 
est. Colley buys a movie camera with her 
birthday money and starts a business of 
taking home movies. Average in its writ- 
ing, good in its appeal to older girls. 


See Booklist 44:37 S. 15 ’47. 


Meader, Stephen W. Behind the rang- 
es. 1947. 222p. illus. Harcourt, $2.50. 


Seventeen year old Dick goes with his 
father, a botanist, on a trip high into the 
Olympic mountains where his father is to 
collect the flora of the region and Dick, 
pictures and specimens of the whistling 
marmot, both for the Smithsonian. The 
boy is taken captive by a man, hiding in 
the upper valley, escapes and aids the 
rangers in taking the man prisoner. Ex- 
_ citing adventure for older boys. 


Scoggin, Margaret S. The lure of dan- 
ger. 1947. 374p. illus. Knopf, $3. 


Excerpts from full length stories, each 
one depicting danger voluntarily chal- 
lenged, collected and edited by a young 
people’s librarian. May serve as an in- 
troduction to the books from- which these 
stories were taken. 


See Booklist 44:19 S. 1°47. 


Trease, Geoffrey. Trumpets in the 
west. 1947. 239p. illus. Harcourt, 
$2.50. 


Life in London during the struggle 
against royal dictatorship of James II 
and the revolution that brought William 
of Orange to the throne provides the 
background for this story of a Somerset 
lad, who comes to London to study music 
and becomes involved with the fight for 
personal and religious freedom. Grades 
7-9. 


Walden, Amelia E. Waverly. 1947. 
285p. Morrow, $2.50. 
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The development of a midwestern girl 
during her year in a woman’s college in 
the east makes a better than average 
college story for older girls. 


Williams, Alice. On Hampton street. 
1947. 1838p. illus. Longmans, $2.25. 
From Christmas to Christmas the 

author tells the story of a devoted Welsh 

family, living in a small mining town in 

Pennsylvania without much money but 

with great happiness. The children range 

in age from 11 year old David to baby 

Jerry. Grades 5-7. 


Williams, Beryl. People are our busi- 
ness. 1947. 180p. Lippincott, $2.50. 


By the vocational guidance leader who 
wrote Fashion is our business, this book 
tells the stories of ten American men 
and women, dealing with people—careers 
such as occupational therapy, psychiatry, 
social work, industrial relations, etc. The 
first sketch is of Margaret Scoggin, 
young people’s librarian in New York. 
Perfect for use with recruiting high 
school students as librarians. 


See Booklist 44:74 O. 15 47. 
New Editions 
Gilmore, Horace H. Model planes for 


beginners. rev. ed. 1947. 95p. illus. 
Harper, $1.50. 


Stevenson, Robert L. A child’s garden 
of verses. 1947. 118p. illus. Oxford, 
$2.50—with Tasha Tudor illustra- 
tions. 

Reprints 

Bennett, John. Master Skylark; and 
Grahame, Kenneth, The wind in the 
willows. Grosset (Thrushwood 
Books), ea., $1. 

Stevenson, Robert L. Black Arrow. 
Grosset, $1. 

Sharpe, Stella G. Tobe. cl1939. 121p. 
illus. Univ. of N. Carolina Press, $2. 
—starred Children’s Catalog; again 
in print. 











